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Ordinary people must take them in a green-grey native cloth
(dyed with pomegranate rinds) that I have. It is good for work:
. . . many times better than the Morris blue and grey linen.
Will you try to dye vellum in your spare moments? it wears so
badly in dirty places when it is natural colour. Yr.              TEL.
[General Townshend had conceived the plan of buying off the
Turks besieging him in Kut for a cash payment. Lord Kitchener
had adopted it and General Lake, commanding in Mesopotamia,
had accepted it. Most of the British officers in Mesopotamia
were against it as they felt it was dishonourable. Sir Percy Cox
opposed it as worse for British prestige than the surrender of the
garrison, Lawrence believed it was impracticable as the Turks
would certainly refuse. However Colonel Beach, Aubrey Herbert
and Lawrence were sent to parley with Khalil, offering him first
a million pounds, and on his refusal, two million pounds to let
the besieged garrison go free. Khalil refused contemptuously,
and of course published the facts of the offer which were most
damaging to British prestige.
On his return to Egypt Lawrence submitted a report of
Mesopotamian affairs in which, in the words of Colonel Stirling,
'he criticized the quality of the stones used for lithographing,
the system of berthing barges alongside the quays, the in-
efficiency of the cranes for handling stores, the lack of system in
shunting and entraining on the railways, the want of adequate
medical stores, the blindness of the medical authorities and their
want of imagination as to their probable requirements. And,
horror of horrors, he criticized the Higher Command and the
conduct of the campaign in general!'
His report was hurriedly bowdlerized by his staff officers
before being shown to Sir Archibald Murray, the Commander-
in-Chief in Egypt. The visit to Mesopotamia and Lawrence's
sweeping criticism was the beginning of a hostility to him on the
part of the Indian Army authorities and the Indian Government
which lasted for the rest of his career. His own hopes for
promoting a rebellion of Mesopotamian Arabs against the Turks
and for co-operation between them and the British Army came to
nothing. The last thing that the British Indian Army officers
wanted was the Arabs as allies. And the Indian administration
was looking forward to annexation. The only person in